HISTORIC PRESERVATION ORDINANCE
ORDINANCE NO. / ;ﬁ
WEST PIKELAND TOWNSHIP

.J'"u)tj 2,1473

An ordinance to create and define an historic district
to be known as the "Chester Springs Historic District," within the
geographic limits of West Pikeland Townshlp; providing for notifica-
tion of the Pennsylvanla Historical and Museum Commission of the
adoption of this ordinance and for obtaining from sald Commlisslion a
certificate as to the historical significance of said District; pro-
viding for the appointment of a Board of Historical Architectural
Review to counsel the Board of Supervisors of West Pikeland Town-
ship regarding the issuance of certificates of appropriateness in
connection with the granting or refusal of permits for the erection,
reconstruction, alteration, restoration, demolition or razing of
buildings or structures located within sald District as defined
herein; providing for appeals from such refusals and for changes
in the procedure for the 1ssuance of building permits necessary to
carry out the provisions of this ordinance; lmposing fines and pen-
alties for violatlons; and repealing the West Pikeland Townshlp
Historic Preservation Ordinance, Ordinance No. 12, adopted by the
Board of Supervisors of West Plkeland Township March 21, 1973, and
all other ordinances or parts of ordinances inconslstent herewith.

The Board of Supervisors of West Plkeland Townshlp, under
and by virtue of the authority granted by the Act of June 13, 1961,
P. L. 282, as amended, 53 P. S. §8001 et seq. (hereinafter referred
to as the Act of June 13, 1961), entitled:

"An Act authorizing counties, cities, boroughs,
incorporated towns and townships to create his-
toric districts within their geographlec bound-
aries; providing for the appointment of Boards
of Historical Architectural Review; empowering
governing bodies of political subdivisions to
protect the distinctive hlstorical character

of these districts and to regulate the erec-
tion, reconstruction, alteration, restoration,
demolition or razing of bulldings within the
historic districts."

does hereby enact and ordain:
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Section 1. Statement of Purpose.

: It is the purpose of this ordinance to protect those

historiec buildings and areas withlin West Pilkeland Township, which
have a distinetive character recalling the rich archlteetural and
historical heritage of the Townshlp, of Chester County and of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and to promote the general welfare,
education and culture of the Township by encouraging an interest
in 1ts historical heritage.

Section 2. General Provisions.

a. Short Title. This ordinance shall be known and
may be cited as the "West Plkeland Townshlp Hlstoric Preserva-

tion Ordinance."

b. Definition of Historlc Distrlct. The boundaries of
the Chester Springs Historlc District shall be as shown on the map
attached hereto as Exhiblt "A" and made a part of this ordinance,
which map shall be known as the "Hlstoric Preservation Map of West
Pikeland Township." The provlisions of thls ordlnance shall be ap-
plied to all land, buildings and structures, within the boundaries
of the Chester Springs Historic District.

¢. Compliance. No structure shall hereafter be used and
no structure shall hereafter be erected, reconstructed, altered, re-
stored, demolished or razed, in whole or in part, without full com-
pliance with the terms of this ordinance and other appllcable regu-

lations.

d. Repealer. The West Plkeland Township Historic
Preservation Ordinance, Ordinance No. 12, adopted by the Board of
Supervisors of West Plkeland Township March 21, 1973 is hereby re-
pealed in its entirety and all other ordinances inconslstent with
this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of the Inconsis-

tency only.

e. Severabllity. The provisions of thls ordinance shall
be severable, and, if any of the provisions hereof shall be held to
be unceonstitutional, invalid, or illegal by a court of competent
Jurisdietion, such declslon shall not affect the validity of any
of the remainlng provisions of thls ordinance.

ff. Effective Date. Thils ordlnance shall not take effect
until the Pennsylvania Historlcal and Museum Commisslon has been no-
tified, in writing, of the ordinance and has certified, by resclu-
tion, to the historical significance of the Chester Springs Historic
District as defined in Section 2(b) hereof.
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Section 3. Board of Historical Architectural Review.

. a. Appolntment. Upon recelpt of the certlfylng resolu-
tion of the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission referred
to in Section 2(f) hereof, the Board of Supervisors of West Plke-
land Township shall appoint a Board of Historical Architectural

Review.

b. Membership. The Board of Historical Archiltectural
Review shall consist of not less than five (5) members, of whom
one shall be a registered archlitect, one shall be a licensed real
estate broker, one shall be a building inspector and one shall be
a member of the Planning Commission of West Pikeland Township. The
remaining member or members shall have a knowledge of and interest
in the preservation of historic bulldings and sites. Three members
of the Board must be Township residents. The initial terms of the
members of the Board of Historical Architectural Review shall be as
follows: one member shall be appointed for one year, one member for
two years, one member for three years, one member for four years,
and one member for five years. Annually thereafter, a member of
said Board shall be appointed for a term of five years. An appoint-
ment to fill a vacancy shall be only for the unexpilred portion of

the term.

¢c. Compensation. The members of the Board of Historical
Architectural Review shall serve without compensation, but may be
reimbursed for direct expenses. The Board of Historical Architec-
tural Review, may, pursuant to appropriations authorized by the
Board of Supervisors, employ secretarlal asslstance and incur such
other expenses as may be necessary to the enforcement of thls or-

dinance.

d. Conduct of Business. The Board of Historical Archil-
tectural Revliew shalil elect its own chalrman and vice-chalrman and
create and fill such other offices as it may determine. Officers
shall serve annual terms and may succeed themselves. The Board of
Historical Architectural Revliew may make and alter by-laws and
rules and regulations to govern 1ts procedures consistent with
the ordinances of West Pikeland Township and the laws of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, shall keep a full record of 1its busi-
ness and shall annually make a written report by Mareh 1 of each
year of its activitles to the Board of Supervisors. Interim re-
ports may be made as often as may be necessary, or as requested
by the Board of Supervisors.

e. Dutles. The Board of Historical Architectural Review
shall give counsel to the Board of Supervisors regarding the advis-
ability of issuing any certificates which the Board of Supervisors
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is required to issue pursuant to this ordinance and the Act of June
13, 1961, and shall hold such hearings and render such reports as
are required by Sectlon 5 hereof. In determining the counsel to be
given to the Board of Supervisors relative to the issuance of a cer-
tificate of appropriateness, the Board of Historlcal Archltectural
Review shall consider only those matters that are pertinent to the
preservation of the historic aspect and nature of the buildings and
structures located within the Chester Springs Historic District

ineluding

1. The effect whlch the proposed change
will have upon the general historic and archi-
tectural character and appearance of the Dis-
trict; and

2. The appropriateness of exterior archi-
tectural features and the general design, ar-
rangement, texture, material, color of the
bullding or structure and the relation of such
factors to the traditional architectural char-

acter of the Distrilect.

Board members are requlred to disqualify themselves from voting on
any project in which their own financlal interests or those of thelr
immediate famlly are directly or indlrectly involved.

Section 4. Certificate of Approprilateness.

a. Permits and Certificate Required. No person shall
commence any work for the erection, reconstruction, alteratlon,
restoration, demolition or razing of any bullding or structure
located in whole or in part wilthin the Chester Springs Historic
District, without first obtaining a certificate of approprlateness
with respect thereto from the Board of Supervisors as provided

hereinafter.

b. Dutles of Zoning Officer. The zoning officer of
West Pikeland Township, or such other person or agency charged by
the Board of Supervisors with the l1ssuance of permits for the erec-
tion, demolition or alteration of bulldings or structures subject
to the provisions of this ordinance, shall issue no permit for any
such building changes untll a certificate of approprlateness wlth
respect thereto has been recelved from the Board of Supervisors.

e. Application for Permit. The application for a bulld-
ing permit for any building changes with respect to any bulldings
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or structures subject to the provisions of thls ordinance shall be
- filed wlth the Zoning Offlcer of West Pikeland Township together
with the flling fee requlred under the schedule of fees then in
effect. The application shall include a site plan at a scale

of one inch to 40 feet, schematic architectural drawings of the
proposed changes at a scale of one foot to one-quarter (1/4) inch,
and such other material and such number of coples therecf, as may
from time to time be required in accordance with the rules and
regulations of the Board of Hlstorilcal Archiltectural Review. With-
in three days after recelving such applicatlon for a bullding per-
mit, the Zoning Officer shall forward the applicatlon, together
with all plans and other documentation submitted therewith, to the
office of the Board of Historlcal Architectural Review. Upon re-
ceipt of the application, the Board of Historical Architectural
Revlew shall notify the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commis-
sion of the location of the affected site and the nature of the

proposed changes.

Section 5. Hearlng hefore Board of Historlical Archltec-
tural Revilew.

a. Hearing. Within thirty (30) days from the time said
application for a building permit 1s received by the Board of His-
torical Architectural Review, a hearing shall be held by sald Board
to consider the recommendations whleh 1t will give to the Board of
Supervisors. The person applylng for the permlt shall be glven a
minimum of ten (10) days notice of the tlme and place of the sald
hearing and shall be invited to appear to explaln his reasons for

such application.

b. Findings after Hearling. Within thirty (30) days
following the concluslon of the hearlng or hearings, the Board
of Historlcal Architectural Review shall by official written com-
munication to the applicant recommend either:

1. The issuance of a certiflcate of
appropriateness authorizing a permlt for
the proposed changes as submitted; or

2. The 1ssuance of a certificate of
appropriateness subject to specified
changes and conditlons not included in
the appliecation as submitted, but which,
in its opinion, would protect the distinc-
tive hlstorical character of the building,
site or area which 1s proposed to be changed;

or




3. The denial of a certificate of ap-
propriateness with respect to the proposed
changes as submitted.

Failure of the Board of Historical Architectural Review to so act
within the said period shall be deemed to constitute a recommen-
dation for the 1ssuance of a certificate of approprlateness with
respect to the application as submitted. In the event that the
recommendation for the issuance of a certiflcate of appropriate-
ness 1is subject to conditions, the applicant may, within 10 days
after receilving a copy of the officilal written communication from
the Board of Historical Architectural Review, give notice of his
refusal to accept all of the conditions, in which case the Board
shall be deemed to have recommended agalnst the issuance of a
certificate of appropriateness. In the event that the applicant
does not within the said period notify the Board of his refusal
to accept all of said conditions, condltlonal approval of the ap-
plication, with all conditions, shall stand as granted.

c¢. Report to Board of Supervisors. Upon or before the
expiration of the aforesaid forty (40) day perlod, the Board of
Historical Architectural Review shall submlt to the Board of Super-
visors, in writing, 1ts counsel concerning the issuance of a certi-
ficate of approprilateness to authorize a permit for the erectlion,
reconstruction, alteration, restoration, demolition or razing of
all or a part of any building, site or area for which an applica-
tion for a bullding permit has been made in accordance with Section
4(¢c) hereof. The written report shall set ocut the following mat-

ters:

1. The exact location of the area in which the
work is to be done.

2. The exterior changes to be made or the ex-
terior character of the structure to be

erected.

3. A 1ist of the surrounding structures cer-
tified to have historlcal significance,
with theilr general exterior character-
isties.

4, The effect of the proposed change upon
the general historic and architectural
nature of the District.

5. The appropriateness of exterior architec-
tural features which c¢an be seen from a

-
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public street or way.

6. The general design, arrangement, texture,
material and color of the bullding or site
and the relation of such factors to similar
features of other bulldings or sites 1in the
District, which have been certified to have
historical significance.

7. The opinion of the Board, including any
dissent, as to the appropriateness of
the work proposed in regard to preser-
ving or destroyling the historlc aspect
and nature of the bulldlng, site or area.

8. The specific counsel of the Board of His-
torical Architectural Revlew regarding the
issuance of or refusal to 1ssue a certifi-
cate of appropriateness.

9. Any changes in plans and specifications
recommended by the Board of Historical
Architectural Review.

Section 6. Publlic Hearing before Board of Supervisors.

a. Hearing. Upon receipt of the written counsel of the
Board of Historical Architectural Review, the Board of Supervisors
shall consider at the next regular scheduled monthly supervisors'
meeting, the gquestion of issulng a certificate of appropriateness
authorizing a permit for the work proposed by the applicant. The
applicant shall be given ten (10) days notice by the Townshlp Sec-
retary of the time and place of the hearing at which his appllca-
tion wlill be considered and shall have the right to attend and be
heard regarding his application. All interested persons may appear
and be heard at the hearing held by the Board of Supervisors.

b. Decision of Board of Supervisors. Within 15 days
following the conclusion of the aforesaild public hearing or hearings,
the Board of Supervisors shall by officlal written communicatlon to

the applicant either:

1. Issue a certificate of appropriate-
ness authorizing a permlt for the proposed
changes as submitted; or

2., Issue a certificate of appropriate-
ness subject to specified changes and condi-
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tions not included in the application as
submitted, but which would protect the dis-
tinctive historical character of the bullding,
site or area which is proposed to be changed;

or

3. Deny a certificate of appropriateness
wlth respect to the proposed changes as submltted. o

Failure of the Board of Supervisors to so act within the sald perl-
od shall be deemed to constitute a decision In favor of the appll-
cant and a certificate of appropriateness shall thereupon be issued.
In the event that approval is granted subject to conditions, the ap-
plicant may, within 10 days after recelving a copy of the official
written communication from the Board of Supervisors, gilve notice of
his refusal to accept all of the conditlons, in which case the Board
shall be deemed to have denied a certificate of appropriateness. In
the event the applicant does not within the sald period notify the
Board of Supervisors of his refusal to accept all of the salid con-
ditions, the approval, with all conditions, shall stand as granted.

¢. Resolution of Board of Supervisors. The grant or
denizal of a certificate of appropriateness shall be in the form
of a written resolution which shall include findings of fact re-
lated to the specific proposal and shall set forth the reasons
of the grant, with or without conditlons, or for the denlal. A
copy of the written resolution shall be forwarded to the Pennsyl-
vania Historical and Museum Commission and a copy of such resolu-
tion shall accompany the offlclal written communication to the
applicant as provided in this Section.

Section 7. Appeals.

Any decislon of the Board of Supervisors under this
ordinance granting or denying a certificate of appropriateness
or authorizing or refusing to authorize a modification in such

certificate of appropriateness shall be subject to revilew and
appeal in the same manner and within the same time limltation as

1s provided for zoning appeals by the Pennsylvania Municlpalities
Planning Code, Act of July 31, 1968, P. L. 805, as amended, 53
P. 5. §10101, et seq.

Section 8. Enforcement.

The building inspector (or such other person or agency
charged by the Board of Supervisors wlth the enforcement of the
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provisions of this ordinance) shall review the progress and

. status of the proposed changes and render such reports thereon to
the Board of Supervisors and to the Board of Historical Architec-
tural Review as may be necessary to assure compliance with the pro-
visions of this ordinance and the conditions of the certificate of

appropriateness.

Section 9. Penalties.

For any and every violation of the provisions of this
Ordinance, the owner, general agent, or contractor of a buillding or
structure where such violation has been committed op shall exist,
and the leasee or tenant of an entire bullding or entire structure
where such violation has been committed or shall exlst, and the
owner, general agent, contractor, leasee or tenant of any part of
a bullding or structure in which part suech violation has been com-
mitted or shall exist, and the general agent, architect, builder,
contractor or any other person who knowingly commits, takes part ar
asslsts 1n any such violation or who maintains any builiding or-
structure in which any such violation shall exist, shall be liable
on conviction thereof to a fine or penalty not exceeding three
hundred dollars ($300.00), for each and every offense. Whenever
such person shall have been officlally notified by the building
inspector (or such other person or agency charged by the Board of
Supervisors wlth the enforcement of the provisions of this ordinance)
or by service of a summons in a prosecution, or in any other official
manner, that he is committing a violation of this ordinance, each day's
continuance of such violation after such notifieation shall constitute
a separate offense punishable by a like fine or penalty. Such fines
and penaltles shall be in addition to any other fines, penalties and
remedies provided by law for such cases and shall be collected in
the same manner as is provided in The Second Class Township Code,

Act of May 1, 1933, P.L. 103, as amended, 53 P.S. §65101, et seq.

Approved and adopted by the Board of Supervisors of West
Pikeland Township thils _g3,..c day of W1973'
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