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West Pikeland Township


Minutes
                                                 Park and Recreation Committee

                                                      October 1, 2026, 7:00PM
I. CALL TO ORDER
a. Jeff Loudin, Ryan Leithead, Nancy Niggel, Carin Mifsud, Sam Wachsmuth, Diana Urbanski, from Parks and Rec in attendance and Bryan Maher from the BOS in attendance. Sarah Newman from EAC in attendance. Joan Blatcher township manager in attendance
b. Meeting was called to order at 7:00pm.
II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
a. Jeff made a motion to move Playground Discussion to the beginning of the Agenda and Public Comments to the end of the Agenda.  Movement of the Public Comments will be permanently placed at the end of the Agenda going forward. Sam seconded the motion.  Motion passed.
b. Ryan made a motion to approve the Agenda with changes above.  Carin seconded.  Motion passed.

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

a.  Jeff made a motion to accept the Minutes. Diana seconded the motion.  Motion passed.
IV. ONGOING BUSINESS

a. PCP Playground
i. Rick Tralies of Natural Lands Trust presenting
ii. Ann Toole, Grant Manager, presenting
iii. Reviewed communications received from various sources and design being presented will incorporate suggestions.

iv. Added pieces for 2-5 Area
1. Lilly pad seesaw for 4 kids

2. Swings for 2-5 Area

3. Musical Theater Cottage

4. Originator for 2-5 Area with two slides with ground level play areas

v. Adding pieces for 5-12 year old Area
1. Super Nova spinner

2. 5 swings

a. 2 conventional
b. 2 inclusive

c. 1 bird’s nest

3. Inclusive Multi Seesaw for 10 kids

4. Fuji
a. Total height of 19 feet

b. Two slides

i. Regular

ii. Twisty

iii. Steps/platforms

vi. Loop Trail around the playground

1. 500 feet asphalt loop

2. Maintains visibility to playground
vii. Nature Play Area
1. Don’t want to over design it

2. Wanted the township to let this area develop “naturally”

a. Will begin with logs, boulders

viii. Overall footprint

1. Larger than existing with more area south toward the parking lot and east towards the creek.

ix. Comments from Parks and Rec members
1. Be careful with design encroaching on disc golf

2. How does the trail impact the swale?
a. Would be worked out with plants or grading

3.  Will having the swings in different places effect parents with multiple aged kids?
4. Shade Sail for Caden’s Corner added
5. Like the loop trail but want to make sure it doesn’t infringe on disc golf.

6. Could we add benches and use them in lieu of fencing to separate play areas?
7. Can a sensory wall be used to slow down kids between Caden’s Corner and the swings to improve safety

8. Does trail to Caden’s Corner effect the sign?  No.

9. What is the path through the playground made of? Asphalt.
10. Concerned that the Kompan 2-5 structure is very small.  May want to look at other manufacturers.

11. For the natural play area.  Who is responsible for ensuring that the materials in this area are safe?  

a. A nature play area is not defined as playground so don’t have to meet the same standard.

b. The township maintenance staff would need to maintain this area.

12. What are the benefits of Kompan

a. Experience with Kompan

b. Good lifecycle as seen at Coatesville Playground

c. Durability, Design

d. Should we have multiple bids on equipment?
e. Is the equipment customizable?  Yes to some extent.

13. Grant deadline is June 2027.  Playground must be done by June 2027.
b. Treasurer Report: 

i. No change.

ii. Story Walk expense being investigated.
c. Committee Updates:
i. Open Space

1. No Report

ii.  EAC

1. Interested in a meadow strip on the left-hand side of the driveway before the bridge.
a. Mowers width off the driveway.

b. Avoiding the telephone poles

c. Could be funded with another group.

d. Would not interfere with the walking path

e. Concern with it looking good after the first year

i. Removing invasive plants

ii. Needs high cut

f. Concern with who would mow it.

g. Concern with how to remove the grass

i. Use textile fabric

h. Use a map to show where the meadow would go.

i. Jeff made a motion to allow EAC to put a meadow in PCP.  Carin seconded.  Motion approved. EAC to present to BOS with a map showing location.
2. Removal of invasives around the track

a. Want to do a test plot 30’ x 30’ of seeded plants in the slope above the track to see we can manage this slope in lieu of invasives.
b. Would like a drawing of where the test plot would be.
c. Carin made a motion to allow EAC to put a sample seeding area to test if it could be used to hold back the ground above the track in PCP with the caveat of seeing a drawing before this is presented to the BOS. Sam seconded.  Motion approved.
d. Current Projects and Future Events update – 
i. Fall Yoga Update

1. 46 members in attendance

ii. Fall Fest at HYS – October 11th
1. Don’t have that many volunteers so we wont have a table and just do the pumpkin race.

a. Sam to bring canopy

iii. Fall Trunk or Treat – October 25Th   
1. Need more registrations

a. Spread the word

2. Need help parking

3. Need way to separate the trunkers from the people
4. People will vote on favorite trunkers and winners get gift card

5. Candy

a. How much candy do we need

i. $500

iv. Holiday Stroll – December 13th 
1. Sunday, December 13.  Note that event is in the afternoon not in the evening.
V. PUBLIC COMMENT
a. Konstantin Kovalev, ER Doctor

i. Fencing is an illusion of safety and can cause more injury

ii. Pavements can lead to terrain changes which can cause tripping

iii. Don’t need walking trail as we have trails
b. Katie LeVasseur, Street Road
i. Don’t need the walking path.

ii. Less pavement the better

iii. Don’t like the fence

iv. Swings in two different areas is a problem for parents with multi aged children
1. Also need more standard swings

v. Is there a metal slide and can it be too hot and too fast?

vi. Does the big equipment have climbing areas?
1. Yes there is climbing on the backside

vii. No big platform and need more climbing

viii. No trees should be removed

c. Additional Comments
i. Is what we are looking (presented concept) at within budget.
1. May have to remove trail to maintain budget

2. If asphalt trail is donated may not be a concern.

ii. Can we save money by not having the loop trail? 
1. Depends on it trail is a donated item.

iii. Most agree with the trail being held and developed until later, if actually needed,removed and put grant money into equipment

iv. Path in the center to Cayden’s corner allows ADA access to Cayden’s Corner
1. Is there an alternative material for the path that is not asphalt?
2. If wood carpet is acceptable for the rest of the playground why do we have an asphalt path to Caden’s Corner? Let’s remove asphalt and replace it with wood carpet.

a. Why is Cayden’s Corner the only thing that needs a path?

i. The path does not have to be there.

3. If the loop trail is not donated then do not spend grant money on the trail.
v. Paula Comber, Fairfields
1. 5-12 structure seems small.  

2. Needs to be bigger and more area to climb and run

vi. Because we have to have separate age related equipment due to new requirements, we have more items in this footprint. 

vii.  Can we do add ons and add more swings?

1. Want to see more things to do on big equipment, specifically climbing

a. Rock walls not ropes

b. Bridges

2. Want to see motion wall between sandbox and swings
viii. Playground equipment may have changed but children haven’t.  They still want to climb.

ix. Consider larger multi-platform structures similar to what is there now.
1. May have to remove smaller items (seesaw, spinner) to allow for larger climbing structure(s).

x. Concern that presentation is only showing one option.  Wanted multiple options with multiple manufacturers so we could brainstorm equipment we like/dislike. Styles we like/dislike.  Really don’t understand why multiple manufacturers are not presented.  If the design team is only working with one manufacturer, we have limited our options right out of the gate.
xi. Would recommend that a special Parks and Rec meeting be held to see another design prior to sending to BOS. 

1. Jeff made a motion to have a special meeting at a later scheduled time.  Seconded by Carin.  Motion carried.  
2. Jeff made a motion to accept the footprint that was presented without the path, including an expanded 5-12 year old section going south to the parking lot to allow for more swings and expanded equipment and no asphalt and also to include more area east for Natural Play Area.  Carin seconded. Motion passed.
3. Parks and Rec members are encouraged to provide equipment from different manufacturers to Joan for inclusion with current designers.
VI. ANNOUNCEMENTS
a. A Special Meeting to discuss PCP Playground Design will be held before the Nov 5 meeting.  Please see website for specifics once date/time have been determined.

b. Next Meeting 11/5/2026 @ 7:00PM

VII. ADJOURN
a. Meeting was adjourned at 9:50 pm
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