
West Pikeland Township 

Environmental Advisory Council 

2/3/2026 February Meeting Minutes 

Attending: Council Members- Present:  Janet Parry, Sarah Newman (via Phone), Linda 
Reichert (via Phone), Nancy Bartley, Glenn Wenger, and Mike Leader  Public:  Bryan Maher 
and Jim Maguire 

1) Call to order:  7:31 PM 

2) Agenda for meeting was approved. 

3) Minutes from January 6, 2026 were approved. 

4) Public Comment:  None.   

5) Committee Rep. Updates: 

Glenn- Open Space:  Did not receive grant money from the county to obtain a 
conservation easement on a property in WPT.  County is using what money they 
have available towards agricultural properties instead of land conservation. 

Sarah- Parks and Rec:  January update- Events in 2026 to include on the postcard 
are the following: Egg Hunt March 28 11-2 (Rain Date is March 29), Library Yoga in 
the Park Summer series start in May and Fall series start in August (usually at Pine 
Creek Park).   Fall Festival is on Oct 11th.  HYS Holiday on December 13.  HYS Art 
Show.  They are discussing a Trunk or Treat event.  The EAC will pay the cost of the 
postcard (@ $1500).  P n R has agreed to having an informational sign at Walnut Ln 
Park near the wetlands.  They have not budgeted for this so EAC will be responsible 
for covering the costs.  A location has not yet been established for the sign.   

Glenn- BOS:  The ordinance for burning was passed 4-1.  A group in the township is 
against this ordinance (they were unaware that the ordinance was going to be 
changed) and would like to have input.  It was proposed that a meeting should be 
set up to hear their concerns.  Joe will be retiring May 2nd.  Swearing in of the BOS 
members occurred.   

6) New Business 

a) Vote for Jim Maguire Membership to EAC-Everyone:  Mike nominated Jim and 
Janet seconded it.  All approved.  Next to make Jim’s membership official, need 
BOS approval. 



b) WPT EAC Marketing Plan- Jim:  He spoke with Joe about how the EAC should 
contact WPT residents.  Since Jim has a contact information repository of all the 
interested residents that have signed up at all events, we should use this list only 
at this point. Will use this list to solicit volunteers for our events (e.g. Trash Pick-
up and Pine Creek Park Tree maintenance) and a quarterly EAC Newsletter.  If the 
EAC would like to get information out to the general public (e.g. Facebook, 
Instagram, etc), will have to go thru Joe.  We did not budget for the extra costs to 
use Melissa , who is in charge of WPT communications.  Since she is contracting 
with the township, her time/expenses will need to be approved via Joe.  It was 
suggested that on Facebook we could ask for people to sign up on EAC mailing 
list.  At the bottom of the EAC newsletter include our email address so we can be 
contacted directly.  Bryan will sign over EAC email address credentials to Sarah, 
Jim and Glenn.  One of Bryan’s goals as a BOS member is to modernize and 
consolidate WPT social media platform.  This will help with costs and help with 
getting the information out to the public.  The BOS have requested that the 
township will go back to quarterly.  At the March EAC meeting we will focus on the 
ESC newsletter format and it was agreed that we will need to have a longer 
meeting to accomplish this objective. 

c) WPT Zoning Meeting)- Mike:  The Zoning meeting on February 4th at 7:00 pm 
pertains to a property that has requested to remove 95% of the trees/scrub on the 
property.  They want a variance to the ordinance, which states the maximum 
removal of vegetation should be no greater than 35%.  Lisa LaCroix (Member of 
Planning Commission) and Edward A. Theurkauf, RLA, Asla, APA of Theurkauf 
Design and Planning, LLC helped with writing up the ordinance.  Why do we have 
ordinances if we do not follow them.  Our strategy at the Zoning Meeting is to ask 
how the water runoff with be addressed and if they deforest the property, was 
their plan to reforest with native plant/tree species.  There is a tree size 
ordinance- cannot chop down a tree if it is over a certain size.   

d) Pickering Creek Salt Sampling- Sarah:  Had to postpone the collection due to 
weather.  Rescheduling for the end of February.  Once the data is collected in 
February, Bryan asked Sarah to present to the BOS the results of the salt content 
analysis in the Pickering Creek Watershed.  So far, the data has indicated that 
some of the sampling areas have acceptable levels of salt, but mostly the levels 
are high.  Bryan thinks a visual map would be most helpful.  The DEP (Dept. of 
Environmental Protection) does not have a salt map (NaCl) of contamination.  
There is no agreed upon levels in PA as salt being a contaminant of concern.  A big 
problem in WPT is that the maintenance of the roads is fractured between 



PennDOT, WPT and county.  CWMP (Christina Watersheds Municipal Partnership) 
is an organization that focuses on developing strategies to address stormwater 
pollution in Brandywine-Christina watersheds.  WPT is a paid  member of this 
organization.  We should take advantage of the information and training they 
provide.  February 27th there will be a meeting on the issue of salt in our 
watershed.  Sarah will email us with more details.  Bryan will forward to Joe. 

e) 2026 Programs and Priorities Discussion- Everyone: 

1. EAC Specific Newsletter- will cover this at the March Meeting. 
2. Clean Energy Transition Plan – Mike: For the Residential division, the 

Sustainable Saturday series will not take place as previously scheduled; 
however, an alternative event is being planned for later in the year.  With 
Municipal, Joe and Mike had a discussion on how to fund any project- first 
pursue grants and PECO incentives before WPT money is involved.  Since the 
incentives for solar energy and EVs/chargers are gone, we suggest that WPT 
focus on the WPT building PECO energy assessment and improve upon  
energy efficiency within the building.  For example, Hire someone to improve 
the insulation and fill-in cracks.  Mike will look at the energy study of the CETP 
to see if there is anything else we would recommend.   

3. Educational-We should take advantage of other events (for example HYS and 
Anselma Mills events) participate with an information table.  Have topics like 
“lights out for bird migration,” critical assessment on pertinent topics such as 
how Nuclear energy is now popular-pros and cons and data centers/AI and 
impact on the environment.  Importance of well and septic testing- Master 
water stewards is a good resource for this.   

4. Long Term Coordination with Township- How to access trails both locally and 
regionally.  Focus on the Phoenixville Regional Plan- review energy resources, 
environmental resources/impacts.  Need to discuss how WPT can participate 
more with this plan.  Mowing contract is renewed every two years so we have 
one more year with current contract.  End of this summer bids for mowing will 
be coming in.  Need to have guidelines for mowing around the plantings in 
Pine Creek Park to give to township for selecting a mowing crew.  Nancy will 
find the P n R protocols that are already in place so we can improve on them 
to meet our needs.  It would be nice to find a company that has all electric 
equipment.  Salting of the roads will be better addressed once the water 
studies are completed.   



f) 2026 Events Postcard- will need to get postcard out by March 21st.  Will discuss 
topics via emails.  Mike has many items already listed on his handout.  Janet 
proposed to have an EAC presentation in September since there is nothing going 
on that month.  Bryan will email template for the card to Jim.  Send dates to Jim.   

g) WPT Newsletter Topic and Update- everyone:  Jen will let us know when they will 
switch back to quarterly newsletters.  Linda will submit an article on Arctic 
melting and how it impacts us. 

h) New Open Burn Ordinance and Public Meeting- The BOS approved the new 
ordinance; however, there were residents at the meeting who expressed 
concerns about the new ordinance because they did not know about it.  EAC will 
hold a working session in March (TBD) to listen to public comment and advise the 
BOS of any possible changes to the ordinance.  Bryan will email the new 
ordinance to EAC to review.  EAC agreed to hold a working session in March 
pending the determination of date and time.  Sarah will invite Tom and Steve (BOS 
members) to the meeting. 

7) Old Business 

a) Update on meeting time change- Sarah:  BOS approved the time change but we 
may need to change the room (TBD due to SALT needs). 

b) P n R approves of adding an informational sign at Walnut Lane Park.  Will need to 
hold off until the PROST document comes out.  They may want to change the 
format of the sign to meet their signage specifications.  They want to update all 
signs in WPT parks so that the signs are all uniform.   

8) Announcements-Next meeting will be March 3 at 6:00 PM. 

9) Adjourn: 9:09 PM 

Action Items: 

1) Bryan- Change email credentials over to Sarah, Jim and Glenn.. 

2) Sarah- Email to everyone the information on the CWMP Feb. 27th  meeting on Salt 
contamination. 

3) Bryan- Email Postcard template to Jim.   

4) Nancy- Find P n R’s mowing guidelines for the parks. 

5) Linda- Write article on Arctic melting and its effect on us. 

6) Sarah- Invite Tom and Steve to the fire ordinance working session. 



7) Bryan- Email out the new Open Fire Odinance. 


